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PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS WILL BE THE LAST NEWSLETTER SENT IN HARD COPY   

Due to the cost of printing and postage, we had to make this decision.  We would love for you to 

continue to receive them so please ensure we have your email address.  Call the office on (08) 8952 9006 

or email Trudy at operations@pioneerwomen.com.au 

We have been successful in receiving grant monies from the Northern Territory Government to develop 
a new exhibition on the Old Gaol, around the theme of “Relationships”.  The interpretation of this theme 
through audio/video installations will give a sense of the people of the Old Alice Springs Gaol and their 
relationships. This will bring out the numerous people stories, as well as interaction between people, 
giving an insight into the life of the Old Gaol, whilst humanizing the past and the people, triggering  
empathy, forging the familiar and allowing visitors to relate to people despite differences in place, time 
and social acceptance.   
 We are currently hard at work on this exhibition, and our interviews have been with people who 
served time here, Prison Officers, Superintendents, Support Workers, people who visited loved ones at 
the gaol, community people involved in the fight to save the Gaol from demolition and others.  We have 
been working with Elliat Rich as the Exhibition Designer, Dave Nixon (Filmmaker and Projectionist),  Sia 
Cox (Soft Sculpture Artist) and Megg Kelham (Historian).  The exhibition will open to visitors early in 
2017.  

NPWHF 2015 AGM Will be held on  

Wed 30th November 5.30pm 

in the Women’s Cell Block at The ‘Old Alice Springs Gaol’ 

2 Stuart Terrace, Alice Springs, NT, followed by our Christmas Party.                                          

All Members Welcome  

**Please advise our Business Manager, Trudy,  

(for catering purposes by Friday 25th November) 

if you will be attending this meeting 

The financial reports for the 2015-2016 financial year  

will be available for perusal at the  

Old Alice Springs Gaol from 23 November 

Staff changes 
A newly created position is that 
of Curatorial Assistant to help our 
Curator, Dianna Newham, with 
behind the scenes work and at 
present, Lynn Day, is working on 
our ‘HerStory’ archives and  
research requests. 
 This year has seen Karen 
Cilka, our Administration Officer, 
move to Darwin after being with 
us for the last 8 years.  She is 
missed and we wish her all the 
best for the future.   Replacing 
her is Meegan Sullivan who has 
been with us since late August.  
Meegan is Molly Clark’s eldest  
Granddaughter and heads up the 
Old Andado Charitable Trust.   
We are very happy to have her 
on board.  

Have you seen our TV advertisement on Channel 7? 
We are sponsored by Southern Cross Television who have 
produced our advertisement with runs on their Community 
board throughout the week.  Its been very successful. 



Acacia Hill School Art Exhibition and Sale 
Acacia Hill School in Alice Springs provides an intensive and inclusive educational program for students identified as having moderate 
to severe intellectual and multiple/complex disabilities.  The students and staff have been working on art projects for over 6 months 
which culminated in their first exhibition and art sale held on Wednesday 28th  

September. 

 The night was a huge success with Sasha Robinson, Regional Director of Education for Central Australia, attending, fiddler player 
Pixie Jenkins entertaining us and lots of children, their families and carers and it was well supported by members of the public.  The 
plan was to continue to sell their works for the following two weeks but most of the works were sold on the opening night!  It was a 
great fundraiser for the school. 

‘What's Work Worth’ Exhibition update 

We were successful in receiving a Community Benefit Fund Grant to  

enable Stage 2 of this exhibition.  This will allow us to set up 2 rooms—

one with audio and the other with audio visual displays.  These displays 

will further highlight more stories of women and work and will further 

explore those themes. 

Online Exhibition 

We are very pleased and proud to be 

working on our very first online  

exhibition.  Our long-term volunteer, 

Tiffany Malthouse, is putting together a 

small exhibition drawing on objects 

from our collection and reflecting on 

her life’s journey at the same time.  Stay 

tuned to see the results — we hope to 

launch in early November 2016. 

“An Exhibition of Prisoner 

Art and Craft” 

National Pioneer Women’s Hall of Fame 

in conjunction with the Alice Springs 

Correctional Centre are proud to  

present to you “An Exhibition of  

Prisoner Art and Craft”.  Opening  

Saturday 22 October at 5.45pm at the 

Old Alice Springs Gaol, 2 Stuart Terrace, 

Alice Springs.  Exhibition closes Friday 

4th November 2016 at 5pm. 

A new section of our newsletter will be a featured woman who isn't on display in our  

museum in Alice Springs.  Meegan has been searching the archives and has chosen Ellen 

(Nell) Perry who was a pioneer from Tennant Creek.  This information was taken from an 

article from the Centralian Advocate, Friday, July 29, 2005. 

The Perry family arrived in Tennant Creek in 1934 to search 

for gold.  Nell (b 1908) lived in Adelaide with their three   

children for around 10 years, having a distance relationship, 

before moving to join her husband.  Their first home was a 

dusty tin shed with ant bed floors and no Electricity.  She 

used a copper and starched their clothing, ironed it with an 

old style iron and baked fresh cakes and biscuits.  Meals 

were served with a white damask table cloth and polished 

silverware. She also made a lot her families clothing. Very 

civilised for Tennant Creek in the 40’s—50’s! 

 Her husband, Con, did well in the mining industry 

and bought a butchers shop which flourished, enabling 

them to build a home which still stands today.  Con made 

Central Australian history when, in the 1960’s, he  

discovered the water source for Tennant Creek at Artesian 

Wells.  They did have some tragedies with their Grandson 

passing away aged 4 and later their son and then his wife.  

Not long after, Con passed away.  Nell passed away at the 

Alice Springs Nursing Home in 2005 aged 97 years. 

Part 2 of ‘What’s Work Worth’ will see interviews 

begin in August/September 2017.  Any men or women 

who would like to present their thoughts on these 

themes can contact our Curator, Dianna Newham, via 

email curor@pioneerwomen.com.au or call  

(08) 8952 9006 

Storm damage!   In June this year, Alice Springs received major storm damage to properties  
everywhere.  We had a lot of heavy rain and hail in most places which led to a lot of flooding.  The 
Women's Museum sustained a lot of water damage and repairs to the roof are now underway.  
Once that is complete then the ceiling will be replaced.  Thankfully no damage was done to  
anything on exhibition or in our collections! 



Alice Springs Hospital are holding a  

to raise funds for the RSPCA 

The Op Shop will held in the  

Men's Cell Block at NPWHF 

Saturday 3rd December 2016 

10—5 pm 

Refreshments available 

**  All proceeds to the RSPCA ** 

SAVE THE 

DATE! 

Wednesday 8th 

March 2017 

International Women’s Day 

Breakfast at the 

Hilton Hotel, Alice Springs 

Guest Speaker is 

Marguerite Baptiste-Rooke 

Opening of the 

‘Relationships’  

Exhibition 

of the Old Gaol  

Mid February 2017 

Date to be 

confirmed 

The Signature Quilt is a trademark part of the NPWHF collection.  Being made of 
cotton (cellulosic/plant-based) it is particularly susceptible to light damage.  Some 
signatures on the Quilt have not been signed in archival ink and are therefore more 
sensitive to fading, which would severely compromise the integrity of this important 
collection item.   
 

A fundraising program has been started to enable to quilt to be  
restored and housed properly in a display case that takes all of these 
risks into consideration.   
 
The Signature Quilt as it is currently displayed is very susceptible to damage caused 
by light and the impact of human interaction.  Other risks include: 
 

 damage resulting from lack of proper support while on display; 
 fading and discolouration because of exposure to UV radiation and high lighting levels; 
 weakening of fibres because of chemical reactions initiated by light and UV radiation; 
 damage from pollutants in the display environment; 
 damage caused by perspiration, dirt and body oils; and 
 insect attack. 
 
If you would like to make a donation to this project please deposit funds electronically to: 
 
Please use your surname and QUILT as the reference.   
Email: operations@pioneerwomen.com.au to notify us of your donation.   
Your support is greatly appreciated. 

NPWHF   

BSB- 633 000  

Acct No. – 133763177  

Bendigo Bank    

Blast from the past recipe courtesy of ‘Mrs States Australian 
Cookbook’, Published by Sydney County Council, Sydney (1940)  

Fillets of Beef with Bananas 

1lb fillet steak 1 egg 
Breadcrumbs  Seasoned flour 
Bananas  Frying fat 
1, cut meat in small pieces (about 2in. Square); 2, dip each piece in  
seasoned flour: 3, egg and breadcrumb, pressing crumbs on well; 4, cut 
bananas in halves lengthwise, then  in halves again; 5, coat with egg and 
breadcrumbs; 6, heat 1 good tablespoon fat in pan until fuming and fry 
fillets 10—15 minutes (according to your taste), turning frequently; 7,    
meanwhile heat fat for wet frying.  Potato chips are usually served with 
this stead so the fuming fat is used for these—then reheated, and the 
bananas cooked last; 8, drain well.  The eating of cooked fruits with meat 
is becoming more popular.  Try it. 

Spring Flower 

Show 2016 

Our lovely white roses are 
lovingly attended to by 
volunteer Dennis Blaiklock 
and we entered 3 of the 
best blooms into the 
Spring Flower Show at the 
Residency in Section 2.4 
Three White Roses and we 
won first prize!   

Here are the winning 
blooms!  



Time to get ready for Christmas as its only weeks away, decorations will soon be appearing in the 
shops!  Our Old Gaol Shop has some lovely gift items that are light weight and ideal for sending to your 
interstate family and friends.   
 Our wine glass holders, scarves and scarf rings have been top sellers and are a great price and 
cheap to post.  We have a great range of locally made nut necklaces and keyrings too. The Alice Springs 
Correctional Centre Industries Section has some great paintings, bookmarks and other great items for 

sale. The gift shop is open daily from 10—5 pm and you are welcome to browse the shop 
with out paying entry to the museum. 

National Pioneer Women’s Hall of Fame 
Old Alice Springs Gaol, 2 Stuart Terrace, Alice Springs  
PO Box 9193, Alice Springs NT 0871 
Phone:  (08) 8952 9006    Fax:  (08) 8952 9406 
Website:  www.pioneerwomen.com.au 

REMINDER — this is the last 

newsletter that will be posted.   
To continue to receive your NPWHF Newsletter 

Please advise Trudy of your email address: 
operations@pioneerwomen.com.au 

TRIP ADVISER REVIEWS 

Postage 

Paid 

Newsletter of National Pioneer Women’s Hall of Fame 
October 2016 

Melissaandjason 
“Awesome place”. A great place to go to see the wonderful Australian women on display and 
how they have helped shape our country. Inexpensive. Visited October 2016. 

Robyn E 
Adelaide, Australia.  “Amazing History”.  
Wonderful display and history of the 
role women played in the shaping of 
this continent. A highlight is the  
magnificent patchwork quilt that  
contains well over 300 women who 
were the first in their field of expertise. 
Their job was not easy!!!!  
Visited September 2016 

Mark L 
Caboolture, Australia. “A tribute to our women and our past”. This was a wonderful  
surprise attraction. On first impressions, this is a self-guided tour of the old Alice Springs 
Gaol closed in 1996. As part of the disused women's cells, there is a highly informative and 
very incredible display of our pioneering women. A must see whilst visiting the Alice.  
Visited October 2016. 

bluecat71151 
Cairns, Australia. “Very informative”. Entry for 2 adults $20 and well worth it. We spent 3 
hours here but could easily have spent another hour. There was so much to read about the 
wonderful women of Australia with so many 'firsts' of these truly pioneering human beings.  
The layout was good and easy to get around with no problems for wheelchair access. Plenty 
of toilets and you can even use the ones in the cells - this is part of the old gaol/jail.  
 
It is a self-guided tour but the receptionist gave us a good introduction. There is also a  
layout and guide book. The video is well worth watching. The only thing missing is a coffee 
shop. The gift shop is good and has a very interesting selection of books. Highly  
recommended. Visited October 2016. 

thimbella 
Brisbane. “Exceptional place to visit”.  
We could not believe how interesting 
this was. It is attached to the old  
women's prison - the movie in the  
prison is extremely enlightening. Make 
the time to explore the wonderful  
exhibitions. Visited September 2016. 

mailto:operations@pioneerwomen.com.au

