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CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR CLOSURE 
Our last day will be Friday 16th December and we will  
reopen to the public on Monday 30th January 2017. 

AGM and Christmas Party—what fun! 

Staff Movements ….. 
We are all sad to say 

‘Goodbye’ to Trudy Fullerton, 

Business Manager, as she and 

her husband move back to 

Adelaide.  They are looking 

forward to being closer to 

their Grandchildren and  

family.  She will be missed 

and leaves big shoes to be 

filled, we wish them the very 

best! 

It was a hot night in Alice Springs as the Women’s Cell Block 

was transformed into a Christmas wonderland for our AGM and 

Christmas Party.  Around 30 people attended the AGM and  

dinner with the food being prepared by members and  

volunteers, Ross and Lynn Peterkin.  We were treated to home- 

made lasagne and spinach and ricotta cannelloni with lovely 

salads.  Not to mention beautiful individual trifles! 

 The AGM saw Dianne Logan leave the committee and 

two new committee members join us, Mel Robson and Liz 

Marnie.  We thank Dianne for her contributions over the past 

year.  Mel Robson is a practicing Ceramic Artist, Lecturer and 

Studio Technician at Charles Darwin University Art department.  

Her ceramic work has historically been concerned with the 

ways in which we interact with the past, drawing particularly on 

the history of women in her family.  Women's stories, histories 

and representation are a subject close to her heart. She is cur-

rently undertaking her Masters in Museum Studies through 

Deakin University and is particularly interested in how we can 

engage the general public with museum collections in  

interesting, innovative and meaningful ways.   

  Liz Marnie works at the NT Archives here in Alice Springs, 

her bio will feature in our next newsletter. 

 The 2017 committee is Julie Ross, Telka Williams, Sara 

Cox, June Noble, Patti Martin, Chris Leahy, Kay Eade, Meredith 

Kattenhorn, Mel Robson & Liz Marnie. 

https://www.facebook.com/NPWHF/
https://www.facebook.com/Oldgaolshop/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/NPWHF/?fref=ts
http://www.discovercentralaustralia.com/
http://www.atap.net.au/
http://www.rossengineering.com.au/
http://8ccc.com.au/
http://www.sctvcentral.com.au/
http://neata.com.au/
https://nt.gov.au/
http://asprint.com.au/


was held on  

Saturday 26th November.  People were waiting at the gate to get in and 

grab a bargain!  Items ranged from large pieces of furniture, wind chimes, 

garden ornaments, lots of metal and timber pieces and more.   

The sale was a real success all round. 

Office and Boardroom improvements 

The library was relocated to the boardroom,  
utilising shelving we already had.  Thanks to Ross  
Peterkin for making some adjustments to one  
bookcase to make it fit a space.  The library has 
been organised according to the Dewey system 
which will make it easier to locate books for  
research and other purposes. 
 The relocation of the library means we now 
have a dedicated Research Office.  This space used 
to be the Administration Office towards the end of 
the Old Gaol’s history. 

The Signature Quilt needs your support  -  our very popular  

centrepiece of the Museum’s collection has been on display continuously since 2003 

and we are committed to maintaining this public access.  However, it is beginning to 

perish.  Expert conservators have recommended new lighting and sensors, a dedicated 

cabinet in a purpose-built room and a new interactive display.   

 

To do this work we need to raise $30,000, to ensure the Quilt is protected .  
 

Donations over $2 are tax deductible and can be made to : 

National Pioneer Women’s Hall of Fame BSB 633-000  Acct 133763177 with EFT  

reference as ‘QUILT’.   

Please email operations@pioneerwomen.com.au once your deposit has been made. 

Any funds raised to help preserve this Quilt are greatly appreciated 

This has taken some time but we 

have redesigned and modernised 

the NPWHF brochure.  The front 

page layout was based on the  

design of the Old Andado Station 

brochure. 

‘Relationships’ Exhibition Update: 

Work continues on this thought-provoking  

exhibition about the history of Her Majesty’s 

Old Gaol and Labour Prison, Alice Springs.  The 

stories and displays will focus on the theme of 

relationships. We received grant funding 

through the Northern Territory Government’s 

Regional Museums Grant Support Program. 

 We will be telling these stories through audio and audio visual displays.  We have 

been interviewing people about their relationship with the Old Gaol such as people who 

served time here, former prison officers, former Superintendents and community people 

who fought against the demolition of the Old Gaol.   

 Some of these stories will be projected onto a “story person” which will be in the 

former women’s cell block.  Other stories will be played as audio files in specific cells 

throughout the men’s cell block.  We are also collecting stories which are connected to 

specific objects.   

 There will be an “object wall” as part of the exhibition which will hold specific  

objects related to the Gaol.  Each object will be lit-up in turn, seemingly randomly, and 

the recorded audio story of the object played in sync with the illumination. 

Save the Date! 

March 8th 2017 

International Women’s 

Day Breakfast 

at the  

Double Tree By Hilton 

with guest speaker 

Marguerite Baptiste-Rooke  

#BeBoldForChange 

mailto:operations@pioneerwomen.com.au
http://8ccc.com.au/2016/05/01/marguerite-baptiste-rooke/
https://www.internationalwomensday.com/


In October we had the Alice Springs Correctional Centre present their Prisoner Art and Craft Exhibition.  The  

artwork, styles and techniques on offer were very diverse.  The pieces were well received, with a lot of the art-

works being sold, so the exhibition was extended with new pieces. 

Tiffany Malthouse Online Exhibition 

We are very pleased and proud to be working on our very first online exhibition.  Our long-

term volunteer, Tiffany Malthouse, is putting together a small exhibition drawing on objects 

from our collection and reflecting on her life’s journey at the same time.  Stay tuned to see 

the results — this will be launched on Wednesday December 14th. 

Click on this link to view it by clicking HERE. 

 Set a broken leg in a crisis 

 Patch the shingles on the school 

roof 

 Ride a horse 4 miles to school 

 Keep the school property free of 

goats and cattle 

 Stay fresh all day from a weekly 

swim in the dam 

 Teach a class aged from 5 to 15 

The Alice Springs Hospital Social Club held a Pop-up Op Shop 

here to raise funds for the Alice Springs Animal Shelter on  

Saturday December 3rd.  It was a great use of our space with the 

men's cells used as display areas and change rooms. There was 

also live music, food and drinks and a great atmosphere.  They 

raised over $900 for the Alice Springs Animal Shelter, much 

needed funds for them to continue their good work. 

All Christmas decorations have been selling well so get in quick!  The 

shop will close on Fri Dec 16th at 5pm.  There are only a few  

Christmas-themed scarves left. 

 Stage 2 of the Old Gaol Shop development will see us start to 

introduce NPWHF and Old Gaol branded products, drawing from our 

permanent exhibitions. 

 Quite a few volunteers and some staff have done some  

present shopping with us this year and more Alice locals are coming 

in to buy which is great! Overall we are extremely pleased with how the Old Gaol Shop has 

performed this year and we are looking forwards to its increased success. 

http://pioneerwomen.com.au/explore-exhibitions
https://www.facebook.com/Alice-Springs-Hospital-Social-Club-227048477308377/?hc_ref=PAGES_TIMELINE&fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/AliceSpringsAnimalShelter/
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What happened in the 1800s and 1900s when you broke your china?  Well, you made some  

Home-made Cement for Mending China, Crockery etc.…  This hot tip comes from ‘The Australian  

Enquiry Book of Household & General Information—A Practical Guide’, first published in 1894 by Pater and 

Knapton.  Here goes! 

Whip the white of an egg to a stiff froth, and work into it some unslaked lime; with a knife spread the  

broken edges of the china and then press firmly together and let the article mended lie by for three or four 

days. Mix only as you need it, as the lime and egg has a tendency to harden in the air.  Things mended in this 

way will hardly bear hot liquids, but vases, ornaments, etc., can also be repaired. 

June 2016 storm damage update 

Repairs are still happening to the Women’s Museum with the roof now fixed and gutters 

replaced where needed. The next stage is the internal ceiling replacement and fresh 

paint.  There is a lot of clearing out to be done before this can happen but we are all 

looking forward to the finished result. 

TRIP ADVISOR REVIEWS 

“Worth a visit! History and art. Worth the small entry fee. ” 
Fantastic history of Australian women. Easy to read and really interesting. Well presented (and the room is air conditioned ... while you 
look you can keep cool ).  
The history of the prison (where it is located) is great. And the art work from the current inmates of the current gaol is amazing. The 
furniture and sculptures. Pity it wouldn't fit on the plane. But the magpie statue for my garden did.  Vivienne S Visited November 2016. 
 
“Friendly, welcoming, fascinating” 
Was really surprised by this because it includes women from all over Australia, not just the Central Australian region. I love the double 
history of the Hall of Fame being housed in the old Alice Springs Gaol. I grew up in Alice, but learned so much about many of the char-
acters I knew or had heard about, and what life was like until Alice was really well established. Really interesting!  PenguinTraveller80 
Visited November 2016. 
 
“Remarkable Women” 
I thoroughly enjoyed this display. In awe of the women that have come before us. They endured such harsh conditions and hardships 
we can only imagine. Strong women that achieved so much against the odds. Thank you for sharing a little bit of their lives with us. This 
is the real Australia.  Debc0311 Visited October 2016. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year to all of you from the Volunteers, 

Committee and Staff! 

Our first external artist art exhibition! 

Meegan Sullivan will be holding her first exhibition in the Clinic in 2017. The works 

she will be exhibiting are Flow Fusion Paintings using a range of techniques, 

paints and finishes.  They are very textural works, full of movement and colour.   

 

The exhibition will run from Wednesday March 8th 2017 until Thursday May 18th 

2017.  You can check out her website www.meegansullivanart.com and her  

Facebook page Meegan Sullivan Art or visit her Todd Mall Market Stall in 2017. 

‘What's Work Worth?’ Stage 2 update: 

Stage 2 will need the two small rooms of the current exhibition space in the Clinic to be set up, one for an audio visual display 

and the other as a visual room. We will conduct interviews with people on the topic of work and its worth to them and look at 

the way that’s changed over the years.  The audio visual room will have more specific stories relating to the images on display.  

There will also be other displays on legislation changes and more.  We are really looking forward to this taking shape. 

http://www.rossengineering.com.au/
http://8ccc.com.au/
http://www.sctvcentral.com.au/
http://neata.com.au/
https://nt.gov.au/
http://asprint.com.au/
http://www.pioneerwomen.com.au
http://www.meegansullivanart.com
https://www.facebook.com/Meegan-Sullivan-Art-280153885662445/

